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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (previously presented) A portable electronic device, comprising! 
a memory that contains a database of content; 

a text-to-speech converter; 
an audio output; and 

a tactile user interface that is adapted to be operated by a print-disabled individual such 
that» when activated, the interface causes the audio output to announce infoimation 
conresponding to the content. 

2. (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the content comprises compressed audio foraiat 
content files and compressed text format content files. 

3. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein the device is configured to decompress the text 
format content files and the text-to-speech converter is configured to deliver the decompressed 
text format content files in audio format in response to a user input. 

4. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein the text format content files have been pre- 
processed to filter material that is not necessary for text-to-speech conversion. 

5. (original) The device of claim 2 wherein each audio format content file and each text 
fonnat content file is associated with at least one index file that is stored in the memory. 

6. (original) The device of claim 5 wherein, when a user selects an audio content format 
file, the text-to-speech converts is programmed to convert selected non-audio format 
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inforxnation associated with the audio content format file into an audio foimat and present the 
converted selected information to the user as text-to-speech. 

7. (original) The device of claim 2, further comprising a decompression module that 
decompresses a user-selected compressed audio format content file or text foimat content file in 
real time during presentation of the file in audio foimat to a user. 

8. (original) The device of claim 1, further comprisijc^ a communication means that 
receives content updates £rom a remote computing device. 

9. (previously presented) The device of claim 1, further comprising a processor 
programmed with time scale modification functions that adjust a delivery speed of the content 
for a plurality of file types when the content is presented to a user througji the audio output. 

10. (original) The device of claim 1, further comprising a decryption module that, when a 
user selects a content file that is encrypted, decrypts the selected content file. 

1 1 . (original) The device of claim 1 wherein the print-disabled individual is at least one of 
blind, visually impaired, dyslexic, or of less than complete literacy. 

12. (previously presented) A content delivery system, comprising: 

a server that includes a server content database and a server subscriber database; axid 
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one or more portable electronic devices, each portable electromc device in 
commimication with the server, 

wheiein each portable electronic device includes: 

a memory that contains a device content database; 
a text-to-speech converter; 
an audio output; and 

a tactile user interface that is adapted to be opiated by a print-disabled individual 
such that, when activated^ the interface causes the audio output to announce information 
corresponding to content in the database. 

13. (original) The system of claim 12 wherein each portable electromc device is 
programmed to periodically communicate with the server, receive an update j&om the server 
content database, and update the device content database with the i^date from the server content 
database. 

14. (original) The system of claim 12 wherein the content database of the portable device 
comprises compressed audio format content files and text format content files. 

15. (original) The system of claim 14, further comprising an audio file generator in 
communication with the server, wherein the audio file generator pre-processes the compressed 
audio format content files. 



PAGE iil20*RCVDAT1IV11/20(l5 9:17:24 AM [Eastern DayOgMTone]'^ 



OCT. 1i;2005 9:21AM 



NO. 781 P. 7 



16. (original) The system of claim 12, further comprising at least one communicatioas link 
between the server and a plnrality of remote content providers^ wherein at least a portion of the 
content in the server content database has been received from the plurality of remote content 
providers via the at least one communications link. 

17. (previously presented) The system of claim 12 wherein each portable electronic device 
further comprises a processor programmed with time scale modification functions that adjust a 
delivery speed of content from the content information database for a plurality of file types when 
said content is presented to a user through the audio ou^ut 

18. (previously presented) A method of delivering content to a print-disabled or visually- 
impaired individual, comprising: 

providing an individual with a portable electronic device, wherein the device iucludes: 
a memory that contains text format content files and audio format cont^t files; 
a text-to-speech converter for converting the text format content files to audio 

format; 

a processor programmed with time scale modification functions; 
an audio output; and 

a tactile user inter&ce that is adapted to be operated by a print-disabled individual 
such that, when activated, the interface causes the audio ou^ut to armounce information 
corresponding to one or more of the content files; and 

periodically updating the memory with updated text format content files and updated 
audio fomiat content files. 
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19. (original) The method of claim 18, fiirther coinprising pre-processing the audio format 
content files. 

20. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein at least one of the updated text fonnat content 
files has been received from a remote content provider. 

21. (original) The method of claim 18, fiirther comprising providing the electronic device 
with at least one index file for each text format content file and audio format content file. 

22. (original) The method of claim 18 wherein the step of periodically updating is perforaied 
from a remote server via a communications link. 

23. (original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the step of periodically updating is performed 
by providing the user with a replacraient memory that contains the updated text jfonnat content 
files and audio format content files. 

24. (original) The method of claim 18, fiirther coinprising, in response to a request from a 
user to receive a content file, verifying that the user is authorized to receive the requested content 
file. 

25. (previously presented) A user interface for a portable electronic device, comprising: 
at least one volume control; 
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a document library control; 

a table of contents control for selecting a table of contents in the document librar3r, 
a document selection control; and 

a plurality of navigation controls for navigating through the document library and through 
individual documents selected &om the library:, 

wherein at least one of the navigation controls are adapted to be tactilely operated by a 
print-disabled individual such that the navigation control elicits auditory information relating to 
at least one of the individual documents when selected. 

26. (original) The user interface of claim 25, further comprising at least one bookmark 
control. 

27. (original) The user interface of claim 25 wherein the plurality of navigation controls 
include a forward control and a back control 

28. (original) The user interface of claim 25 wherein the plurality of navigation controls 
include a documrat start control and a docimient end control. 

29-32.. (cancelled) 

33. (new) The device of claim 1 wherein the information coiresponding to the content 
comprises at least one of the following: text of a documrat, a title, a table of contents, a 
hype rlink , a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a paragraph jBrom the content, a 
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sentence from the content, a word fix>m the content, a bookmark, ordering information, an album, 
a perfomier, song lyrics or a song genre. 

34. (new) The device of claim 12 wherein the information corresponding to the content 
comprises at least one of the following: text of a document, a title, a table of contents, a 
hyperlink, a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a paragraph from the content, a 
sentence from the content, a word from the content, a bookmark, ordering information, an album, 
a performer, song lyrics or a song genre. 

35. (new) The method of claim 18, wherein the information corresponding to the content 
files comprises at least one of the following: text of a document, a title, a table of contents, a 
hyperlink, a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a paragraph from the content, a 
sentence from the content, a word from the content, a bookmark, ordering information, an album, 
a performer, song lyrics or a song genre. 

36. (new) The user interface of claim 25, wherein the auditory information relating to at least 
one of the individual documents comprises at least one of the following: text of a document, a 
title, a table of contents, a hyperlink, a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a 
paragraph from the content, a sentence from the content, a word from the content, a bookmark, 
or ordering information. 



37. / The device of claim 1, wherein: 




the content comprises an audio format file; and 
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the information corresponding to the content comprises converted non-audio format 
information associated witii the audio fonnat file. 




38. ( The device of claim 12, wherein: 
the content comprises an audio fonnat file; and 

the information corresponding to the content comprises converted non-audio format 
information associated with the audio fonnat file, 

39. ( The device of claim 38, wherein: 

the content comprises an audio format file; and 

the information conesponding to the content comprises converted non-audio format 
information associated with the audio fonnat file. 

40. I The method of claim 1 8, wherein; 

the content comprises an audio format file; and 

the information corresponding to the content comprises converted non-audio format 
information associated with tiie audio format file. 

41 . vTHelhethod of claim 40, wherein: 

the content comprises an audio format file; and 

the inforaiation corresponding to the content comprises converted non-audio fonnat 
information associated with the audio format file. 
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